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Editor's Notes 


This is the First Issue of Oil For The Lamp Magazine. 
The Magazine of www.theseekslamp.into. The 
Seeker's Larnp website is about Religion, Spirituality, 
and Other Beliefs. it offers PDF eBooks, Free and 
Cheap Religious Stuff links, and a blog. The website 
also has a Social Community. | want to share stuff | 
find on my Spiritual Journey with as many people as 
possible. Oil For the Larnp Magazine is an Articles 
that gives us the fuel for our search for Spiritual 
things. 


The First issue addresses the Meaning of the 
website's name “The Seeker's Lamp”. This issue 
will give you an idea of what | intended for it 
and what it means to me, This will have Two 
Sections in this Small Magazine, in the first 
section, | will talk about the Meaning and 
Archetype of what a Seeker is in Religion and 
Spirituality. The Second Section will be about 
the Symbology of the Lamp in Different Beliefs. 


| had fun creating this but want to take it 
seriously because these are serious subjects. 
That doesn't mean it can't be fun though! | 
hope that My Message is Clear and the Light | 
am trying to show will shine through to 
illuminate the darkness of lanorance and 
bring Wisdorn, If this can happen to just one 
person who comes into contact with This. 
Then at least | have done something useful. 


R.F. Cayea For the Seeker's Lamp 2025 


“Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you: for everyone that asketh receiveth: and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to hirn that 
knocketh it shall be opened.” Matthew 7-7-8 
KIV 


R.F. Cayea 

The Seeker's 
Lamp's Creator 
and writer of this 
magazine 


‘Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, And a 


light unto my path. ' 
Psalm 119:105 KFV 


SECTION ONE 


The Seeker 


Oil For The Lamp 


SEEK IN THE BIBLE 


The word seek is one of the most common 
words in the King James Version Bible. It 
appears 291 times in the King James version 
Bible. 210 in the Old Testament and 81 times 
in the New Testament. (i) But what does it 
mean to seek God or to seek His kingdom? 
And how can we apply this word to our 
personal life? 


To seek means to search for, pursue, desire, 
inquire, or ask. It implies a sense of 
intentionality and diligence. When we seek 
something, we are not passive or indifferent. 
We are active and focused. We are willing to 
invest our time, energy, and resources to find 
what we are looking for. 


The Bible tells us that God is a reward for 
those who diligently seek Him. 

“But without faith, it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.” 

(Hebrews 11:6). 

He wants us to seek Him with all our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength. 

“But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord 
thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him 
with all thy heart and with all thy soul.” 
Deuteronomy 4:29 
See also Matthew 22:37 (ii) 


He promises that if we seek Him, we will find 
Him. 

Jeremiah 29:13 Says “And ye shall seek me, 
and find me when ye shall search for me with 
all your heart”. 


In The Gospel of Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus Says 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened”. 


But how do we seek 
God in our daily 
life? Here are some 
practical ways: 


- Seek God through His Word. The Bible is 
God's revelation of Himself to us. It is His love 
letter, instruction manual, history book, and 
prophecy. It reveals His character, His will, His 
plans and His promises. By reading, studying, 
meditating and obeying His Word, we can 
know Him more intimately and grow in our 
relationship with Him. 


Seek God through prayer. Prayer 
is our COomMmMunication with God. It 
is our way of expressing our 
praise, gratitude, confession, 
petition, and intercession to Him. 
Itis also our way of listening to His 
voice and aligning our will with 
His. By praying without ceasing (1 
Thessalonians 5:17), we can stay 
connected with God and 
experience His presence and 
power in Our lives. 


- Seek God through worship. 
Worship is our response to God's 
greatness and goodness. It is our 
way of honoring, adoring, and 
glorifying Him for who He is and 
what He has done. Worship is not 
limited to singing songs or 
attending church services. It is a 
lifestyle of Surrendering ourselves 
to God and living for His glory in 
everything we do. 


“| beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service. 

And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
Romans 12:1-2 


- Seek God through fellowship. 
Fellowship is our interaction with 
other believers who share the same 
faith and love for God. It is our way of 
encouraging, edifying, and exhorting 
one another to grow in Christlikeness 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). (iii) It is also our 
way of serving, caring, and bearing 
one another's burdens (Galatians 
6:2). (iv) By being part of a local 
church or asmall group, we can 
experience the joy and strength of 
being in God's family. 


- Seek God through obedience. 
Obedience is the demonstration of our 
love and loyalty to God. It is our way of 
showing that we trust Him and submit 
to His authority. It is also our way of 
proving that we are His disciples and 
friends (John 14:15; John 15:14). (v) By 
obeying God's commands and following 
His guidance, we can please Him and 
fulfill His Purpose for our life. 


Seeking God is not a one-time event or a 
casual activity. It is a lifelong journey anda 
passionate pursuit. It requires 
diligence, and 


perseverance. But it also brings rewards, 


commitment, 


blessings, and satisfaction. As the psalmist 
said, "One thing have | desired of the 
LORD, that will | seek after; that | may dwell 
in the house of the LORD all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and 
to inquire in his temple." (Psalm 27:4) 


May You Keep Seeking! 


The End 
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Endnotes 


1. Bible Gateway Search results for Seek in KIV Bible. 


www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/? 
quicksearch=seek&version=KJV 


ll. Matthew 22:37 King James Version 


37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
Ill. Hebrews 10:24-25 King James Version 
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 


works: 


25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 


some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see 


the day approaching. 


IV. Galatians 6:2 King James Version 


Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 


V. John 14:15 King James Version 


“If ye love me, keep my commandments”. 


John 15:14 King James Version 


“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.” 
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The Spiritual Seeker 


What does it mean to be a Spiritual 
seeker? A _ spiritual seeker is 
someone, who is on a quest for 
divine wisdom and truth, who is 
open to exploring different religious 
traditions and mystical experiences, 
and who is committed to living a life 
of compassion and _ service. A 
spiritual seeker is not satisfied with 
the superficial answers or the 
conventional norms of society but 
rather seeks to go deeper into the 
mystery of existence and_ the 
purpose of life. 


There have been many spiritual 
seekers throughout history, who 
have left behind a legacy of wisdom 
and inspiration for us to follow. 
Some of them are the founders of 
the major religions, such as Jesus 
Christ, Buddha, Muhammad, Moses, 
and Guru Nanak. They taught us 
about the love of God, the path of 
enlightenment, the submission to 
the will of Allah, the law of 
liberation, and the unity'~ of 
humanity. 


They also demonstrated _ their 
teachings through their actions and 
miracles, such as healing the sick, 
feeding the hungry, forgiving the 
enemies, and overcoming 
temptations. For example: 


Jesus Christ as a Seeker 


Jesus Christ is often portrayed as the 
ultimate teacher, leader, and savior of 
humanity. But he was also a seeker, a 
person who searched for the truth, the 
will of God, and the meaning of his 
mission. He sought God in prayer, such 
as when he prayed in the Garden of 
Gethsemane before his arrest. He 
sought God in solitude, such as when 
he withdrew to the wilderness for 
forty days and nights. He sought God 
in the scriptures, such as when he 
read from the scroll of Isaiah in the 
synagogue. He sought guidance from 
the Holy Spirit, such as when he was 
baptized by John the Baptist and 
heard a voice from heaven. 


He sought guidance from his disciples, such 
as when he asked them who they thought 
he. was. He sought guidance from his 
peer Father, such as when he cried out 
on the cross, "My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?" He sought to understand 
the needs, hopes, and faith of the 
encountered, such as when he healediithe 
sick, fed the hungry, and forgave the sinners. 
He sought to fulfill the prophecies of the 
Messiah, such as When he fode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey. He sought to fulfill 
the law, such as when he said, "Do not think 
that | have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; | have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill." He sought to _ fulfill the 
commandments of God, such as when he 
said,Youjshallylove the Lord your.God with 
alll hearts \withgalljyour soul, and 
\withyallbyourgmindSThisfisitheygreatest and 
ifirst{commandment¥Andka}second is like it: 
boufshall}love)yoursneighborgasjyourself." He 
soughtito)reveal the}loveythelgrace, and the 


ihe) Buddhajasia Seeker, 


ee whose _ name Originally ‘was 
eieicuece eee WES not born‘enlightened, 
RTT c was 0 Seeker of the ultimate truth. 
iHe\wasjbornjintoja) wealthy andjpowerful family 
jin}ancient|India}butjhe\was dissatisfied with the 
‘conventional\teachingsiofjhis time which offered 
ino) itomthelproblem of suffering and 
(death¥He\wanted|to}findfa\way to end the cycle 
(off fattaingithewsupreme peace of 
inirvanayHeyrenounced}hisjroyal life and became 
fajwanderingfasceticypracticing various forms of 
self-discipline under different 
iteachers4Helrealized|thatineither indulgence nor 
austerity/ ito) liberation, and he 
(discovered\the|middle\waysa)path of moderation 
thattavoidsithelextremes of sensual 
self-mortification. He attained 
‘under! ithe’ Bodhi tree, after 


the) temptations) and attacks of 


Mara, the lord ofjillusion: Heithen spent the rest 
of, his life teaching) others; how to follow his 
example and achieve the same goal, by following 
the four, noble truths and the eightfold path. 


Muhammad as a Seeker 


Muhammad, the founder of Islam, was a 
seeker of truth and guidance. He was born 
in Mecca, a city in Arabia, in the year 570 
CE. He belonged to the Quraysh tribe, 
which wasjjin charge of the Kaaba, the 
sacred. shrine) (of) the) pagan Arabs. 
Muhammad)\wasjorphaned at a young age 
and raised byMhis uncle Abu Talib. He 
worked as a merchant and a shepherd and 
was known for his honesty and generosity. 
He married Khadija, a wealthy widow 
when he was 25 years old. 


Muhammad was dissatisfied with the 
idolatry and corruption of his society’ He’ 
often retreated to a cave in Hira® 
where he meditated and) prayed§Whenjhe) 


pwasy40pyearsfoldihewreceived|jhispfirst 


ithe) 
Gabriel¥e\wasfcommanded|tojrecitelthel 
Were of Goch Winten Paes GS CEI, 
@f (HEtm, 
continued\|to)receivelrevelationsjforthelrest, 
of hisgilifeyjwhich) him his} 
followersjinjtheirfaithtand]|practices 


Muhammad 
opposition ithe) 
tribes who¥saw@him¥asgaythreatitokthein 
power and He) ito) 
Medina |in(622%CERwhereyhe¥established| 
the first |Muslimfcommunitygand state) He! 
fought several]battlesfagainst|hisfenemies; 
but also made\treatiesfandfalliancesjwith) 
them. He¥returned|ito} Mecca} in)i630) CE! 
where he itheNicity/ 
and destroyediithe) in)the) Hel 
died in 632{€EMleaving) behind|a)legacy/of; 
monotheismijustice;and|mercy: 


Moses as a Seeker, 


Moses was) a) Seeker, of God's will 
purpose for his life. He was 
with the status civ cif Mn fn Saad 
prince or a fugitive. He wanted to know 


God personally and to serve t Him faithfully. 


He had a Spiritual thirst 
and a humble heart that 
led him to encounter God 
in various ways. He saw 
God's glory in the burning 
bush, he heard God's voice 
on Mount Sinai, he 
experienced God's power 
in the plagues and the 
Red Sea, he received God's 
law and instructions for 
the Tabernacle, and he 
interceded for God's 
people in their rebellion 
and sin. Moses was a 
seeker who never stopped 
learning and growing in 
his relationship with God. 
Some of the _ other 
examples of his seeking 
are: he asked to see God's 
face, he prayed for his 
sister Miriam's healing, he 
consulted with his father- 
in-law Jethro, he 
appointed Joshua as his 
successor, and he blessed 
the twelve tribes of Israel 
before his death. 


Guru Nanak as a Seeker 


Guru. Nanak was_ the 
founder of Sikhism, a 
monotheistic religion that 
originated in the Punjab 
region of India in the 15th 
century. He was born in 
1469 in a village called 
Talwandi, now known as 
Nankana Sahib, in present- 
day Pakistan. He was the 
son of a Hindu merchant, 
Mehta Kalu, and his wife, 
Mata Tripta. He had one 
elder sister, Bibi Nanaki, 
who was very fond of him 
and encouraged his 
spiritual pursuits. 


From a young age, Guru 
Nanak showed aé_e keen 
interest in spiritual matters. 
He questioned the rituals 
and practices of both 
Hinduism and Islam and 
sought to find the true 
essence of God. 


— 


He was not satisfied with the answers 
he received from the priests and 
mullahs and often meditated on his 
own. He believed that there was only 
one God, who was beyond form, 
name, and gender, and who dwelled 
within every living being. 


He traveled extensively across India 
and beyond, engaging in dialogue 
with people of different faiths and 
backgrounds. He visited places of 
pilgrimage = such as Haridwar, 
Varanasi, Mecca, and Baghdad, as well 
as remote regions such as Tibet, Sri 
Lanka, and Afghanistan. He met with 
saints, sages, yogis, kings, peasants, 
and outcasts, and shared his message 


of love, equality, and service to 
humanity. He rejected the caste 
system, idolatry, and superstitions 


that divided people and created 
suffering. He advocated for the rights 
of women, the poor, and_ the 
oppressed. 
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The Spiritual Seeker 
Continued... 


He also performed many miracles that 
demonstrated his divine power and 
compassion. 


He composed many hymns and 
poems that expressed his devotion to 
the One God and are now part of the 
Sikh scripture, the Guru Granth Sahib. 
He sang these hymns in a musical 
style called Kirtan, accompanied by 
his two companions, Bhai Mardana, a 
Muslim rabab player, and Bhai Bala, a 
Hindu bard. He also collected the 
writings of other saints and mystics 
who shared his vision of universal 
brotherhood and harmony. He _ is 
revered as the first of the ten Sikh 
Gurus, who are considered to be the 
spiritual guides and teachers of the 
Sikh community. He passed away in 
1539 at Kartarpur, where he had 
established a_ settlement for his 
followers. 

Some of them are the mystics and 
saints of various traditions, such as 
Rumi, Teresa of Avila, Francis of Assisi, 
Kabir, Hafiz, and Meister Eckhart. They 
showed us how to cultivate a direct 
and intimate relationship with the 
divine, through prayer, meditation, 
poetry, music, and art. They also 
shared their visions and experiences of 
ecstasy, union, and transcendence, 
which transcended the boundaries of 
time, space, and _ language. For 
example: 


- Rumi said: "Out beyond ideas of 
wrongdoing and right-doing / There is a 
field / I'll meet you there / When the soul 
lies down in that grass / The world is too 
full to talk about" (The Essential Rumi). 

- Teresa of Avila said: "I saw in his hand a 
long spear of gold / And at the iron's 
point there seemed to be a little fire / He 
appeared to me to be thrusting it at 
times into my heart / And to pierce my 
very entrails / When he drew it out / He 
seemed to draw them out also / And to 
leave me all on fire with a great love of 
God" (The Life of Saint Teresa of Avila by 
Herself). 

- Francis of Assisi said: "Lord, make me an 
instrument of your peace / Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love / Where there is 
injury, pardon / Where there is doubt, 
faith / Where there is despair, hope / 
Where there is darkness, light / Where 
there is sadness, joy" (The Prayer of Saint 
Francis). 

- Kabir said: "The river that flows in you 
also flows in me" (Songs of Kabir). 

- Hafiz said: "Even after all this time / The 
sun never says to the earth / 'You owe 
me' / Look what happens with a love like 
that / It lights up the whole sky" (The 
Gift). 

- Meister Eckhart said: "If the only prayer 
you ever say in your entire life is thank 
you / It will be enough" (Sermons). 


Some of them are the modern spiritual 
seekers, such as Mahatma Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Mother Teresa, Dalai 
Lama, Thich Nhat Hanh, and Eckhart 
Tolle. 
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For example: 
- Mahatma Gandhi said: "An eye for an 
eye only ends up making the whole 
world blind" (Young India 1927). 

- Martin Luther King Jr. said: "Darkness 
cannot drive out darkness; only light can 
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that" (Strength to Love 1963). 
- Mother Teresa said: "We feel that what 
we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. 
But the ocean would be less because of 
that missing drop" (A Simple Path 1995). 

- Dalai Lama said: "Happiness is not 
something ready-made. It comes from 
your own actions" (The Art of Happiness 
1998). 

- Thich Nhat Hanh said: "Smile, breathe, 
and go slowly" (Peace Is Every Breath 
2011). 

- Eckhart Tolle said: "Realize deeply that 
the present moment is all you have. 
Make the NOW the primary focus of your 
life" (The Power of Now 1999). 

We need spiritual seekers in today's 
society more than ever. We live in a 
world that is full 
such” as 


of challenges and 


crises, violence, poverty, 


injustice, oppression, disease, and 
climate change. We also live in a world 
that is full of 


such” as 


distractions and 


temptations, materialism, 


consumerism, entertainment, and 


addiction. 


We need Spiritual Seekers who can help us 
find meaning and hope during chaos and 
despair. We need Spiritual Seekers who can 
help us connect with our true selves and 
each other. We need spiritual seekers who 
will help us create a better world for 
ourselves and future generations. We can 
all become Spiritual Seekers if we choose 
to. It is not a matter of belonging to a 
specific religion or following any particular 
guru. It is a matter of having a sincere 
desire, to know the truth and to live 
accordingly. It is a matter of being curious 
and open-minded about different 
perspectives and experiences. It is a matter 
of being humble and willing to learn from 
others. It is a matter of being 
compassionate and generous towards 
others. It is a matter of being grateful and 
joyful for what we have. 
To become a modern spiritual seeker, we 
can start by doing some simple practices, 
such as: 


- Reading sacred scriptures or inspirational 
books from different traditions Reading 
sacred scriptures or inspirational books 

from different traditions can be a 
rewarding and enlightening experience. It 
can help you learn about the beliefs, values, 
and practices of other cultures and 
religions. It also broadens your perspective 
on spirituality and humanity. You can also 
find wisdom, guidance, and comfort in the 
words of ancient and modern sages, 
prophets, and teachers. Reading sacred 
texts can also foster interfaith dialogue and 
understanding, and promote peace and 
harmony in the world. 
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. Listening to spiritual podcasts or 
lectures from different teachers 
Listening to spiritual podcasts or lectures 
from different teachers can be a great way 
to learn more about yourself and your 
beliefs. You can explore different 
perspectives and insights on topics such as 
meditation, mindfulness, purpose, and 
happiness. You can also discover new 
practices and techniques that can help you 
grow and improve your well-being. 


- Watching documentaries or movies about 
spiritual topics or figures 
Watching documentaries or movies about 
spiritual topics or figures can be a way to 
learn more about different beliefs and 
practices. Some people may find them 
inspiring, enlightening, or challenging. 
Others may enjoy them for their artistic or 
historical value. There are many genres and 
styles of spiritual films, from biographies of 
religious leaders to stories of mystical 
experiences. 


The Spiritual Seeker 


e 
Continued 
- Joining online or offline communities or and journaling, or showing your 
groups that share our interests or values gratitude and Being Grateful. Being a 
Joining online or offline communities or spiritual seeker is not an easy task. It 
groups that share our interests or values requires dedication, discipline, and 
can have many benefits for our well-being perseverance. It also involves facing our 
and personal growth. It can help us feel doubts, fears, and challenges. It also 
more connected, supported, and inspired entails respecting our differences, 
by others who share our passions and embracing our diversity, and celebrating 
goals. It can also expose us to new our unity. Being a spiritual seeker is not 
perspectives, ideas, and opportunities a hobby or a trend. It is a way of life. 
that we might not encounter otherwise. 

Whether it is through social media, In conclusion, being a spiritual seeker 
forums, clubs, or events, finding and means being on a quest for divine 
joining communities or groups that wisdom and truth, being open to 
resonate with us can enrich our lives and exploring different religious traditions 

make us happier. and mystical experiences, and being 
committed to living a life of compassion 
- Attending workshops or retreats that and service. There have been many 
offer guidance or training on spiritual spiritual seekers throughout history who 
practices have inspired us with their teachings, 
actions, and visions. We need spiritual 
Attending workshops or retreats that seekers in Society and the world. Who 
offer guidance or training on spiritual can help us find meaning, hope, 
practices can be a rewarding experience connection, and transformation. We can 
for many people. These events can help all become spiritual seekers if we 
you explore different aspects of your choose to, by following some simple 
spirituality, learn new skills and practices that nurture our body, mind, 
techniques, and connect with like-minded and spirit. Being a Spiritual Seeker is not 
individuals. Whether you are interested in an easy task, but it is a rewarding one. 
meditation, yoga, mindfulness, or other 
forms of spiritual expression, there is If you are looking for a deeper meaning 
likely a workshop or retreat that suits in life, you might want to consider 
your needs and preferences. becoming a Spiritual Seeker. A Spiritual 
Seeker is someone who explores 
- Engaging in daily rituals or habits that different beliefs, practices, and 
nurture our body, mind, and spirit experiences to find their connection 
with the divine. Being a Spiritual Seeker 
Engaging in daily rituals or habits that can help you discover your true 
nurture our body, mind, and spirit, such purpose, 


as yoga, meditation, prayer, 
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heal your wounds and grow 
your soul. You don't have to 
follow any specific religion or 
doctrine to be a Spiritual 
Seeker. You just have to be 


open-minded, curious, and 
willing to learn from others. 
Whatever path you choose, | 
wish you all the best and hope 
you find what you are looking 
for. 


The End 
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The Seeker 
Archetype and the 
Buddha 


What is an archetype? An archetype is a 
universal pattern of behavior that can be 
found in different cultures and times. It is a 
way of understanding the human psyche and 
the collective unconscious. Archetypes are 
often expressed in myths, stories, symbols, 
and characters that resonate with our 
deepest emotions and aspirations. They 
represent the different aspects of our 


personality and our journey through life. 


One of the most common archetypes is the 
Seeker, also known as the Wanderer, the 
Explorer, or the Pilgrim. The Seeker is 
dissatisfied with the status quo and embarks 
on a quest for a higher truth, a deeper 
meaning, or a greater purpose. The Seeker is 
willing to leave behind the comfort and 
security of the familiar and venture into the 
unknown and the challenging. The Seeker is 
motivated by curiosity, adventure, discovery, 
and growth. The Seeker is not afraid to 
question authority, challenge norms, and 
seek alternative perspectives. The seeker is 


open-minded, flexible, and adaptable. 
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One of the most famous examples of the 
Seeker archetype is the Buddha, the founder 
of Buddhism. The Buddha was born 
Siddhartha Gautama, a prince of a wealthy 
and powerful kingdom in ancient India. He 
had everything that a person could desire: 
luxury, pleasure, fame, and power. But he was 
not happy. He felt that something was missing 
in his life, something that could not be 
satisfied by worldly possessions and 
pleasures. He wanted to know the cause of 


suffering and how to end it. 


Siddhartha was born into a royal family in 
ancient India, and according to legend, a 
prophecy was made at his birth that he would 
either become a great king or a great religious 
leader. His father, King Suddhodana, wanted 
him to follow the former path and tried to 
shield him from any suffering or hardship that 
might inspire him to seek a higher truth. He 
provided him with every luxury and pleasure 
imaginable and kept him confined within the 


palace walls. 


However, Siddhartha's curiosity led 
him to venture outside the palace 
on three occasions, and each time 
he encountered something that 
shook his worldview. He saw an old 
man, a sick man, and a dead man, 
and realized that life was full of 
suffering and impermanence. He 
also saw an ascetic. An Ascetic is a 
person who renounced worldly 
pleasures and_ practiced  self- 
discipline and meditation. To attain 
spiritual liberation. Siddhartha was 
intrigued by the suffering of the old 
man and the sick man. Not to 
mention seeing his first dead 
person. He felt a strong urge to find 
the true meaning of life. 


He decided to leave his home, his 
wife, and his son. Then he went 


and joined the ascetics in their 


quest for enlightenment. He 
followed their rigorous practices of 
fasting, abstaining from sensual 
indulgence, and enduring pain and 
hardship. He pushed his body to 
the extreme, hoping to free his 
mind from attachment = and 
ignorance. 


He became so thin that he almost 
died of starvation. He was saved by 
a woman named Sujata, who 
offered him some rice milk. He 
realized that torturing his body was 
not the way to enlightenment and 
that he needed a more balanced 
approach. He realized that extreme 
suffering was only going to kill him 


if he continued. The other 
Ascetics were mad _ that 
Siddhartha had accepted the 
rice water. An accused him of 
Forsaking his vow to reach 
Enlightenment. They told him 
he wasn't welcome among 
them anymore. 


He went to a place near the 
river Neranjara, where he sat 
under a large fig tree, later 
known as the Bodhi tree. He 
resolved to meditate until he 
attained the ultimate truth. He 
faced many challenges and 
temptations from Mara, the 
personification of evil and 
illusion in Buddhist mythology. 
Mara tried to distract him with 
fear, doubt, desire, and pride, 
but Siddhartha remained calm 
and focused. So, Mara sent His 
Daughters. 


The Four Daughters of Mara are the 
personifications of the forces that 


hinder the attainment of 
enlightenment in Buddhism. They are 
Tanha (Thirst), Arati (Aversion, 


Discontentment), Raga (Attachment, 
Desire, Greed, Passion), and Maya 
(IIlusion, Deception). According to 
some legends, they tried to seduce 
the Buddha on the night of his 
enlightenment but failed to distract 
him from his meditation. 


These four daughters represent the 
different aspects of craving that bind 
beings to the cycle of rebirth. Tanha is 
the thirst for sensual pleasures, 
existence, or non-existence. Arati is 
the aversion or dissatisfaction with 
what is unpleasant or undesirable. 
Raga is the attachment or desire for 
what is pleasant or desirable. Maya is 
the illusion or deception that prevents 
one from seeing things as they are. 

He overcame all the obstacles and 
reached a_ state of complete 
awakening. He became the Buddha, 


which means "the Awakened One". 
He understood the nature of reality 
and the cause of suffering. He also 
discovered the way to end suffering 
and achieve nirvana, which he called 
the Middle Path. 


The Four Noble Truths are the core 
teachings of Buddhism that explain 
the nature of existence and the path 
to liberation. According to these 
truths, all beings experience dukkha, 
which means suffering, 
dissatisfaction, or unease. Dukkha 
can be caused by various factors, 
such as old age, sickness, death, loss, 
pain, or unfulfilled desires. The root 
of dukkha is tanha, which means 
craving, desire, or attachment. Tanha 
can manifest as the desire for 
sensual pleasures, material 
possessions, fame, or power. The 
cessation of dukkha is possible by 
overcoming tanha and_ attaining 
nirvana, which is the state of peace 
and freedom from suffering. Nirvana 
can be achieved by letting go of 
greed, hatred, and ignorance. The 
way to achieve nirvana is 
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by following the Noble Eightfold Path, which 
is a set of ethical and mental guidelines for 
living a wholesome and compassionate life. 


The Middle Path is the path of moderation 
and wisdom that avoids the extremes of 
indulgence and asceticism. It consists of 
following the Eightfold Path, which is a set of 
ethical guidelines and mental disciplines. That 
leads to peace and happiness. The Eightfold 
Path includes the right view, right intention, 
right speech, right action, right livelihood, 
right effort, right mindfulness, and right 
concentration. 


The Buddha decided to share his insight with 
others who were seeking the truth. The first 
people he approached were the ascetics who 
had ridiculed him for abandoning their 
practices. They were amazed by his radiant 
appearance and profound wisdom. They 
listened to his teachings and became his first 
disciples. They formed the core of the sangha, 
or the community of monks who followed the 
Buddha's example and spread his message. 


He then spent the next 45 years of his life 
teaching others what he had discovered. He 
founded a community of monks and nuns 
who followed his teachings and practiced his 
methods. He also taught lay people who 
supported him and his followers with food 
and other necessities. He traveled across India 
and spread his message of peace, compassion, 
wisdom, and_ liberation. He established 
Buddhism as one of the major religions of the 
world. 

The Buddha is an example of how the Seeker 
archetype can lead to spiritual awakening and 
transformation. He showed that by 
questioning conventional wisdom and 
seeking a higher truth, one can find happiness 
and freedom from suffering. He also showed 
that by sharing one's insights and experiences 
with others, one can benefit oneself and 
others. 


Some of the quotes from the Buddha that 
illustrate his Seeker archetype are: 


- "Do not believe in anything simply because 
you have heard it... But after observation and 
analysis... then accept it... as conducive to your 
well-being." 

- "There are only two mistakes one can make 
along the road to truth; not going all the 
way...and not starting." 

- "To conquer oneself is a greater task than 
conquering others." 

- "The mind is everything... What you think you 
become." 

- "No one saves us but ourselves. No one can 
and no one may. We ourselves must walk the 
path." 

- "The way is not in the sky. The way is in the 
heart." 

- "Three things cannot be long hidden: the sun, 
the moon, and the truth." 

- "Peace comes from within. Do not seek it 
without." 

- "Happiness never decreases by being shared." 

- "Be a lamp unto yourself. Be your own 
confidence. Hold to the truth within yourself as 
to the only truth." 


Photos Ordered Left To Right: Mahatma Gandhi, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Albert Einstein, Benjamin 
Franklin, and Isaac Newton 


Some Famous Seekers Are: 


e Abraham, the patriarch of Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam, left his 
homeland and followed God's call 
to a new land and a new covenant. 

e Moses, the prophet and leader of 
the Israelites, who led them out of 
slavery in Egypt and to the 
promised land. 

e Odysseus, the hero of Homer's epic 
poem, who wandered for ten years 
after the Trojan War and faced 
many trials and adventures before 
returning home. 

e Socrates, the philosopher, and 
teacher questioned everything and 
sought wisdom through dialogue 
and dialectic. 

e Jesus, the founder of Christianity, 
left his carpenter's trade and 
preached the kingdom of God and 
performed miracles. 

e Muhammad, the founder of Islam, 
received revelations from God and 
migrated from Mecca to Medina to 
establish a new community and 
faith. 

e Dante, the poet, and author of The 
Divine Comedy journeyed through 
hell, purgatory, and paradise in 
search of God and his beloved 
Beatrice. 
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Marco Polo, the explorer and 
traveler, who visited China and 
other lands and wrote about his 
experiences and observations. 
Galileo Galilei, the astronomer, and 
physicist, challenged the prevailing 
views of his time and observed the 
heavens with his telescope. 

Isaac Newton, the mathematician, 
and physicist, who discovered the 
laws of motion and gravity and 
invented calculus. 

Benjamin Franklin, the statesman, 
and inventor, experimented with 
electricity and contributed to the 
founding of America. 

Mahatma Gandhi, the leader, and 
activist, fought for India's 
independence from British rule 
through nonviolent resistance. 
Albert Einstein, the physicist and 
Nobel laureate, revolutionized 
physics with his theories of relativity 
and quantum mechanics. 

Nelson Mandela, the president, and 
Nobel laureate, spent 27 years in 
prison for opposing apartheid and 
became a symbol of reconciliation 
and democracy in South Africa. 
Martin Luther King Jr., the pastor 
and Nobel laureate, led the civil 
rights movement in America and 
advocated for racial equality and 
social justice through nonviolent 
means. 


An Artistic Depiction of Socrates 


; ir 


Picture: Dante Alighieri the Poet and a depiction of The Divine Comedy 


with their current situation; they had a vision 


situation; they had a vision or a goal that motivated 
them; they faced challenges and risks along the way; 
they learned from their experiences; they made an 
impact on others; They left a legacy for future 


generations. 


The seeker archetype is not limited to famous figures 
or historical events. It is also relevant to our personal 
lives. We can all be seekers in our own ways. We can all 
ask questions, explore possibilities, seek opportunities, 
pursue passions, overcome obstacles, grow as 


individuals, and contribute to society. 


The seeker archetype is not a fixed or static identity. It 
is a dynamic and evolving process. It is not a 
destination but a journey. It is not an end but a means. 
It is not a final answer but a constant inquiry. The 
seeker archetype is an invitation to adventure. It is a 


challenge to growth. It is a call to transformation. 
Are you ready to answer it? 


The End 
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hese are just some of the many seekers who have 
shaped our world with their quests. They all 
share some common traits: they were dissatisfied 


eeking is a natural human tendency. We seek 
for knowledge, happiness, love, and many 
other things. But seeking can also be 
dangerous if we are not careful about what 


we seek and how we seek it. Seeking after the 
wrong things can lead us to disappointment, 


frustration, addiction, or even harm ourselves or 
others. For example, seeking for fame can make us 


lose our privacy and integrity. Seeking wealth can 
make us greedy and dishonest. Seeking pleasure can 
make us addicted and unhealthy. Seeking power 
can make us corrupt and violent. These are some 
examples of how seeking after the wrong things can 
be dangerous and even fatal. 
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Be Careful What 


You Seek 


Therefore, we should be careful of 

what we seek and how we seek it. 
We should seek things that are good, 
true, and beneficial for ourselves and 
others. We should seek for things 
that are in harmony with our values 
and goals. We should seek things 
that are within our reach and not 
beyond our limits. We should seek 
things that make us grow and not 
decay. By doing so, we can avoid the 
dangers of seeking and enjoy the 
rewards of seeking. 


Seeking is an Action. Each action has 
Equal and Opposite Reactions. With 
their Causes and Effects. Cause and 
effect is a relationship between two 
or more things, where one thing 
makes another thing happen. For 
example, if you eat too much candy, 
you might get a stomach ache. 
Eating too much candy is the cause, 
and getting a stomach ache is the 
effect. Cause and effect can also be 
used to explain why something 
happened or what will happen in 
the future. For example, if you study 
hard for a test, 


a — << 
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you will get a good grade. Studying 
hard is the cause, and getting a good 
grade is the effect. 


A Very Good Example of Cause and 
Effect is the Concept of Karma. 
Karma is A Popular word used 
Today. Sadly, many people do not 
know anything about where the 
Idea comes from. They think | know 
What Karma is. It is “What Comes 
Around Goes Around”. Some even 
use that as an excuse to Seek 
Revenge. Not Realizing They Are 
Only Creating More Damage For 
themselves and More Causes and 
Effects. So, what exactly is Karma? 


Karma is a Sanskrit word meaning 
"action". It refers to a cycle of cause 
and effect that is an important 
concept in many Eastern religions, 
particularly Hinduism and 
Buddhism. In its essence, karma 
refers to both the actions and the 
consequences of the _ actions. 
Importantly, karma is not set in 
stone, is not out of our control, and is 
not indirect. 


According to the law of karma, 
every action we perform has a 
corresponding result, either in 
this life or in a future one. The 
result can be positive or 
negative, depending on the 
nature and intention of the 
action. For example, if we help 
someone in need, we create 
positive karma that will bring 
us happiness and peace. If we 
harm someone or lie to them, 
we create negative karma that 
will bring us suffering and 
trouble. 

The law of karma also implies 
that we are responsible for our 
destiny. We cannot blame 
others or external factors for 
our problems or failures. We 
have the power to change our 
karma by changing our actions 
and attitudes. We can also 
purify our karma by repenting 
for our past mistakes and 
performing good deeds. 


Karma in different belief 
systems 


Although karma is a common 
concept in many Eastern 
religions, it is not the same in 
each one. Here are some 
differences and similarities 
between them: 


- Hinduism: Karma is one of 
the main concepts in 
Hinduism, along with dharma 
(duty), samsara (rebirth), and 
moksha (liberation). Karma is 
seen as a cosmic law that 
governs the cycle of samsara, 
which is the endless cycle of 
birth, death, and rebirth that 
all living beings undergo. The 
type of life one gets in each 
rebirth depends on one's 
accumulated karma from 
previous lives. 
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The goal of Hinduism is to 
achieve moksha, which is the 
liberation from samsara and 
karma. This can be done by 
following one's dharma (duty) 
according to one's caste and 
stage of life, by performing 
rituals and sacrifices, by 
practicing yoga and 
meditation, or by devotion to 
a personal god. An example of 
karma in Hinduism is the story 
of King Dasaratha, who 
accidentally killed a young 
boy while hunting. As a result, 
he had to suffer the loss of his 
beloved son Rama, who was 
exiled for 14 years due toa 
promise he made to his wife 
Kaikeyi. 


- Buddhism: Karma is also a 
central concept in Buddhism, 
along with dukkha (suffering), 
anatta (no-self), and nirvana 
(enlightenment). Karma is 
seen as a natural law that 
operates on the principle of 
dependent origination, which 
means that everything arises 
and ceases due to causes and 
conditions. Karma is not a 
moral judgment ora 
reward/punishment system, 
but rather a natural 
consequence of one's 
intentional actions. The goal of 
Buddhism is to achieve 
nirvana, which is the cessation 
of suffering and the end of the 
cycle of rebirth. This can be 
done by following the Noble 
Eightfold Path, which consists 
of the right view, right 
intention, right speech, right 
action, right livelihood, right 
effort, right mindfulness, and 
right concentration. An 
example of karma in 
Buddhism is the story of 
Angulimala, a serial killer who 
was converted by the Buddha 
and became an 


arhat (a liberated being). Despite his 

change of heart, he still had to face the 
karmic consequences of his past deeds 
when he was stoned by angry villagers. 


- Jainism: Karma is also a key concept 
in Jainism, along with ahimsa (non- 
violence), anekantavada (many- 
sidedness), and moksha (liberation). 
Karma is seen as a subtle matter that 
binds the soul due to one's actions. 
Karma can be good or bad, but both 
types are considered obstacles to 
spiritual progress. The goal of Jainism is 
to achieve moksha, which is the 
liberation from karma and the cycle of 
rebirth. This can be done by practicing 
ahimsa (non-violence) towards all living 
beings, by observing the five vows of 
non-violence, truthfulness, non- 
stealing, celibacy, and non-attachment. 
An example of karma in Jainism is the 
story of Mahavira, the founder of 
Jainism, who attained moksha after 12 
years of rigorous asceticism and 
detachment from worldly pleasures. He 
also endured many hardships and 
persecutions due to his past karma. 
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- Sikhism: Karma is also a relevant 
concept in Sikhism, although it is not 
as prominent as in other religions. 
Karma is seen as a law of nature that 
affects the cycle of birth and death. The 
goal of Sikhism is to achieve liberation 
from this cycle by merging with God 
(Waheguru). This can be done by 
following the teachings of the Guru 
Granth Sahib, the holy scripture of 
Sikhism, which emphasizes the 
importance of faith, devotion, service, 
and ethical conduct. An example of 
karma in Sikhism is the story of Guru 
Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, who 
was born with a divine light on his 
forehead as a result of his good karma 
from previous lives. He also performed 
many miracles and spread the 
message of God's love and unity to 
people of different faiths. He taught 
that one can overcome the effects of 
karma by living according to God's will 
and remembering God's name. 


What we seek is what we find. This is a 
simple but profound truth that can 
shape our lives. Our thoughts are 
powerful and can influence our reality. 
If we think positively and look for the 
good in every situation, we will attract 


more goodness and happiness into our 
lives. If we think negatively and focus 
on the problems and challenges, we 
will encounter more difficulties and 
suffering. Our thoughts lead to actions 
and reactions with different causes and 
effects. Every action has a 
consequence, and every consequence 
has a feedback loop that reinforces our 
thoughts. Therefore, it is important to 
be mindful of what we seek and what 
we find, because they are 
interconnected and interdependent. 
We can choose to seek and find the 
best in ourselves and others, or we can 
choose to seek and find the worst. The 
choice is ours, and so is the outcome. 


In conclusion, Seeking is a double- 
edged sword. It can bring us joy or 
sorrow, depending on what we seek 
and how we seek it. We should be 
mindful of our seeking tendencies and 
choose wisely what we seek. We should 
also be aware of the consequences of 
our seeking actions and be responsible 
for them. 


Seeking is a powerful force that can 
shape our lives, but we have the power 
to control it and use it for good. | hope 
you find your Heart’s Desires and So 
Much More. May We All Be Careful 
What We Seek! 
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SECTION TWO 


The Lamp 


THE HISTORY 
OF THE LAMP 


Lamps are devices that produce light 
by burning fuel or using electricity. 
Lamps have been used by humans 
for thousands of years. They have 
evolved from simple natural objects 
to complex and sophisticated 
inventions. We will look at the history 
of the lamp from the first to modern, 
and give some details and sources 
for further reading. 


The first lamps 


The first lamp was invented around 
**70,000 BC**. A hollow rock, shell, or 
other natural object was filled with 
moss or similar material that was 
soaked with animal fat and ignited. 
This created a small and dim flame 
that could be carried around or 
placed in a shelter. Humans began 
imitating natural shapes with 
manmade pottery, alabaster, and 
metal lamps. Wicks were later added 
to control the rate of burning. 
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In the Mediterranean area and the 
Middle East, the earliest lamp had a 
shell shape. Originally, actual shells 
were used, with sections cut out to 
provide space for the lighting area; 
later these were replaced by pottery, 
alabaster, or metal lamps shaped to 
resemble their natural prototypes. 


Another basic early type of lamp, 
found in ancient Egypt and China, 
was the saucer lamp. Made of 
pottery or bronze, it was sometimes 
provided with a spike in the center of 
the declivity to support the wick, 
which was used to control the rate of 
burning. Another version had a wick 
channel, which allowed the burning 
surface of the wick to hang over the 
edge. The latter type became 
common in Africa and spread into 
East Asia as well. 


The oil lamps 


Around the 7th century BC, the 
Greeks began making terracotta 
lamps to replace handheld torches. 
The word lamp is derived from the 
Greek word *lampas*, meaning torch. 
These lamps were shaped like a 
shallow cup, with one or more 


spouts or nozzles in which the wick 
burned; they had a circular hole in 
the top for filling and a carrying 
handle. Such lamps usually were 
covered with a heat-resisting red or 
black glaze. A more expensive type 
was produced in bronze. 


The Romans introduced a new 
system of manufacturing terra- 
cotta lamps, using two molds and 
then joining the parts together. In 
metal, shapes became more 
complex, sometimes assuming 
animal or vegetable forms; very 
large versions for use in circuses 
and other public places appeared 
during the Ist century CE. 


The great step forward in the 
evolution of the lamp occurred in 
Europe in the 18th century with the 
introduction of a central burner, 
emerging from a closed container 
through a metal tube = and 
controllable using a__ ratchet. 
Around the same time, small glass 
chimneys were added to lamps to 
both protect the flame and control 
the flow of air to the flame. 


Ami Argand, a Swiss chemist is 
credited with first developing the 
principle of using an oil lamp with a 
hollow circular wick surrounded by 
a glass chimney in 1783. 
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Early lighting fuels consisted of olive 
oil, beeswax, fish oil, whale oil, sesame 
oil, nut oil, and similar substances. 
These were the most used fuels until 
the late 18th century. 


The gas lights 


In 1792, the first commercial use of 
gas lighting began when William 
Murdoch used coal gas to light his 
house in Redruth, Cornwall. German 
inventor Freidrich Winzer (Winsor) 
was the first person to patent coal gas 
lighting in 1804 and a "thermolampe" 
using gas distilled from wood was 
patented in 1799. 


David Melville received the first U.S. 
gas light patent in 1810. Early in the 
19th century, most cities in the United 
States and Europe had streets that 
were gaslight. 


Gas lighting for streets gave way to 
low-pressure sodium and _high- 
pressure mercury lighting in the 1930s 
and the development of the electric 
lighting at the turn of the 19th 
century replaced gas lighting in 
homes. 
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The electric lights 


Sir Humphrey Davy of England 
invented the first electric carbon arc 
lamp in 1801. A carbon arc lamp 
works by hooking two carbon rods to 
a source of electricity. With the other 
ends of the rods spaced at the right 
distance, electrical current will flow 
through an "arc" of vaporizing carbon 
creating an intense white light. 


Thomas Edison is credited with 
inventing a practical incandescent 
light bulb that could be used for 
domestic purposes in 1879. He also 
developed an electric power 
distribution system that made 
widespread use of electric lighting 
possible. 


A.E. Becquerel of France theorized 
about the fluorescent lamp in 1857. 
Low-pressure arc lights use a big tube 
of low-pressure gas plasma and 
include fluorescent lights and neon 
signs. 


The LED (light-emitting diode) lamp 
was invented in the 1960s and has 
become more popular in recent years 
due to its energy efficiency, durability, 
and environmental friendliness. 


The lava lamp 


The lava lamp is a modern novelty lamp that 
consists of a glass container filled with a 
colored liquid and translucent wax. The wax 
is heated by a bulb at the bottom of the 
container, causing it to rise and fall in blobs 
that resemble lava. The lamp was invented 


by Edward Craven Walker, a_ British 
accountant whose other claim to fame was 
making underwater nudist films. He was 
passing the time in a pub when he noticed a 
homemade egg timer crafted from a cocktail 
shaker filled with alien-looking liquids 
bubbling on a stovetop. 


He spent the next decade perfecting his 
invention, which he called the Astro Lamp. 
He launched it at a trade show in Brussels in 
1965, where it caught the eye of two 
American entrepreneurs who bought the 
rights to manufacture and sell it in the US 
under the name Lava Lite. 


The lava lamp became a symbol of the 
psychedelic and hippie culture of the 1960s 
and 1970s and has remained popular ever 
since as a retro and kitsch item. 
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Conclusion 


Lamps have been an essential part of human 
civilization for millennia, providing light, 
warmth, and decoration. They have also 
reflected the technological and cultural 
changes of different eras, from the simple 
natural lamps of prehistoric times to the 
sophisticated electric lamps of today. Lamps 
are not only functional devices, but also 
objects of art, science, and history. 
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Ee 
THE SYMBOL OF THE LAMP 


IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS 


Lamps are devices that produce light by 
burning oil, gas, or electricity. They have 


been used for various purposes 
throughout history, such as illumination, 
decoration, and ritual. Lamps also have 
symbolic meanings in different religions, 
often representing concepts such as 
wisdom, guidance, enlightenment, and 
divinity. In this article, we will explore 
some examples of how lamps are used as 
symbols in different religions and what 


they signify. 


Judaism 

In Judaism, lamps are associated with 
the presence of God _ and _. his 
commandments. The menorah, a seven- 
branched lamp stand, was one of the 
most important items in the Tabernacle 
and later in the temple. It symbolized 
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God's perfection and constant guidance 
for his people. The menorah was also a 
reminder of the miracle of Hanukkah 
when a small amount of oil burned for 
eight days in the rededicated temple. 
The festival of Hanukkah is celebrated by 
lighting candles on a_nine-branched 
menorah, called a hanukkiah, to 
commemorate God's faithfulness and 
provision. Another example of lamps in 
Judaism is the ner tamid, or the eternal 
light, that hangs above the ark in every 
synagogue. It represents God's eternal 
presence and covenant with his people. 


Christianity 

In Christianity, lamps are symbols of 
Christ, who is called the light of the world 
(John 8:12). Christians are also called to 
be lights in the world, reflecting Christ's 


love and truth (Matt 5:14-16). Lamps 
are also used to represent the word of 
God, which is a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our path (Ps 119:105). Lamps 


can also. signify readiness and 
vigilance, as in the parable of the wise 
and foolish virgins who waited for the 
bridegroom with their lamps (Matt 
25:1-13). Another example of lamps in 
Christianity is the paschal candle, 
which is lit during Easter to celebrate 
Christ's resurrection. It symbolizes 
Christ as the alpha and omega, the 
beginning and the end, who 
conquered death and darkness. 


Islam 

In Islam, lamps are symbols of Allah's 
guidance and mercy. The Quran is 
described it as a lamp that gives light 
and clarity (Quran 33:46). The most 
famous lamp in Islam is the one 
mentioned in the verse known as Ayat 
an-Nur (the verse of light), which says: 


"Allah is the Light of the heavens and 
the earth. The example of His light is 
like a niche within which is a lamp, 
the lamp is within glass, the glass as if 
it were a pearly [white] star lit from 
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a blessed olive tree, neither of the 
east nor the west, whose oil would 
almost glow even if untouched by 
fire. Light upon light. Allah guides to 
His light whom He wills. And Allah 
presents examples for the people, 
and Allah is Knowing of all things." 
(Quran 24:35) 


This verse is often interpreted as a 
metaphor for Allah's transcendence 
and immanence, his oneness and 
multiplicity, his essence and 
attributes. The lamp is also a symbol 
of Muhammad, who is called Siraj 
Munir (a luminous lamp) in the 
Quran (Quran 33:46). Another 
example of lamps in Islam is the 
lantern or fanous that is used during 
Ramadan to decorate mosques and 
homes. It represents joy and 
celebration during the holy month of 
fasting and prayer. 


Hinduism 

In Hinduism, lamps are symbols of 
knowledge, wisdom, and 
enlightenment. They are used in 
various rituals and ceremonies, such 
as puja (worship), aarti (offering), and 
Deepavali (festival of lights). 


Lamps are also offered to various 
deities, especially to Ganesha, 
the elephant-headed god of 
success and ar _ festivals of 
Hinduism is Diwali, which means 
"row or series of lights". It 
symbolizes the spiritual victory 
of light over darkness, good over 
evil and knowledge - over 
ignorance. Another example of 
lamps in Hinduism is the akhand 
jyoti or Akhand deepa, which is a 
lamp that is kept burning 
continuously for a certain period. 
It represents devotion and 
dedication to a deity or a cause. 


Zoroastrianism 

In Zoroastrianism, lamps are 
symbols of Ahura Mazda, the 
supreme god of light and 
righteousness. Fire is also an 


important element in 
Zoroastrian worship, as_ it 
represents Ahura Mazda's 
presence and power. 
Zoroastrians maintain sacred 


fires in their temples, called fire 
temples or atash behrams. These 
fires are kept burning 
continuously by priests who 
tend them’ with reverence. 
Zoroastrians also use lamps or 
candles in their homes as a sign 
of respect for Ahura Mazda and 
his creation. 
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Another example of lamp _ in 
Zoroastrianism is the diva or 
divo, which is a lamp that is lit 
during festivals and ceremonies. 
It symbolizes joy and happiness, 
as well as the eternal flame of 
Ahura Mazda. 


Conclusion 

Lamps are more than just 
sources of light; they are also 
rich in symbolism and meaning 
in different religions. They 
express various aspects of faith, 
such as_ divine - presence, 
guidance, enlightenment, 
worship, and celebration. By 
exploring how lamps are used as 
symbols in different religions, we 
can gain a deeper 
understanding of their beliefs 
and values. 
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Hermeticism 
and The 
Lamp 


Hermeticism is a philosophical and religious system 
based on the teachings of Hermes Trismegistus, a 
legendary figure who was a fusion of the Greek god 
Hermes and the Egyptian god Thoth. Hermeticism 
encompasses a variety of writings and practices that 
deal with the nature of the divine, the cosmos, the 
human soul, and the art of transformation. One of the 
most common symbols in Hermeticism is the lamp, 
which represents illumination, wisdom, and guidance. 
In this article, we will explore the meaning and 
significance of the lamp in Hermeticism, with examples 
and detailed explanations. We will also explain what 
Hermeticism is in detail, and use quotes from Hermetica 
and Emerald tablet, two of the most important 
Hermetic texts. 


Before we proceed, it is important to clarify the 
difference between Hermetica and Emerald tablet, as 
these terms are often confused or conflated. Hermetica 
is a general term that refers to all the texts attributed to 
Hermes Trismegistus or his followers, which span from 
antiquity to modern times. The Hermetica includes 
philosophical, religious, alchemical, astrological, 
magical, and medical writings that cover a wide range 
of topics and genres. The Emerald tablet is a specific 
text that belongs to the alchemical branch of the 
Hermetica. It is a short and cryptic statement that 
summarizes the principles of alchemy in a_ few 
sentences. It is also known as the Smaragdine tablet or 
the Tabula Smaragdina, and it is attributed to Hermes 
Trismegistus as well. The Emerald tablet is not part of 
the Corpus Hermeticum, which is a collection of 
philosophical and religious treatises that form the core 
of Hermeticism. The Emerald tablet is also not to be 
confused with the Emerald Tablets of Thoth the 
Atlantean, which are modern invention that has no 
connection to ancient Hermeticism. 


What is Hermeticism? 


Hermeticism originated in Alexandria, Egypt, in the first 
centuries of the Common Era, as a syncretic blend of 
Jewish, Greek, and Egyptian traditions. The name 
Hermeticism comes from Hermes Trismegistus, which 
means "Hermes the Thrice-Greatest", a title that reflects 
his mastery of three domains: philosophy, religion, and 
magic. Hermes Trismegistus was believed to be the 


author of a collection of texts known as the 
Hermetica, which contain dialogues, 
treatises, hymns, and letters on various 
topics such as cosmology, theology, 
astrology, alchemy, magic, ethics, and 
psychology. The Hermetica are divided into 
two main categories: the philosophical or 
religious-philosophical Hermetica, which 
focuses on the spiritual path of the seeker; 
and the technical or practical Hermetica, 
which focuses on 

the material manipulation of nature. 


The core doctrine of Hermeticism is that 
there is a single, 

supreme reality that is the source of all 
existence and 9*8/this reality can be known 
by humans through revelation and reason. 
This reality is often called "the One", "the 
Good", "the Father", or "God", and is 
described as_ ineffable, transcendent, 
immanent, eternal, and perfect. The One 
emanates a series of divine powers or bits 


of intelligence that govern the different 
levels of reality, such as Nous (Mind), Logos 
(Word), Sophia (Wisdom), Dynamis (Power), 
etc. These powers are also associated with 
various gods and goddesses from different 
pantheons, such as Zeus, Isis, Osiris, 


Apollo, Athena, etc. The lowest level 
of reality is the material world, which 
is composed of four elements: fire, 
air, water, and earth. The material 
world is also governed by fate or 
necessity (Ananke), which is 
determined by the movements of 
the stars and planets. 


Humans are considered to be a 
microcosms or reflections of the 
macrocosm or the whole cosmos. 
Humans have a dual nature: they 
have a mortal body made of matter 
and subject to decay, and they have 
an immortal soul made of spirit and 
capable of ascending to _ higher 
realms. The soul consists of three 
parts: nous (mind), thumos 
(emotion), and epithumia (desire). 
The goal of human life is to purify the 
soul from its attachment to matter 
and to reunite it with its divine 
origin. This process is called gnosis 
(knowledge) or anagoge (ascent), 

and it involves both theoretical 
understanding and practical 
application of Hermetic teachings. 


The Lamp as a Symbol in Hermeticism 

One of the recurring symbols in Hermeticism is 
the Lamp, which represents the divine light of 
wisdom and illumination. 


The Lamp is often associated with the Sun, which 
is considered to be the visible manifestation of 
God in the physical world. The Sun is also the 
source of life, warmth, and energy for all living 
beings. In the Hermetic Corpus, Hermes 
Trismegistus praises the Sun as the "Lamp of the 
Mind" and the "Ruler of the Universe". He also 
identifies himself as a son of the Sun, who has 
received the gift of knowledge from his father. For 
example, in The Definitions of Hermes 
Trismegistus to Asclepius, he says: "| am born in 
Mind; | have seen all things; | have come to know 
all things; | have touched all things with thought 
alone." In The Secret Sermon on the Mountain, he 
says: "| am a child of Earth and starry Heaven, but 
my race is of Heaven alone. This you know 
yourselves. | am parched with thirst and | perish. 
Give me quickly the cold water flowing forth from 
the Lake of Memory." 


The Lamp also symbolizes the inner light of the 
human soul, which is a spark of the divine essence. 
According to Hermeticism, humans have a dual 
nature: they are composed of a mortal body and 
an immortal soul. The soul is trapped in the body 
by the forces of fate and ignorance, but it can be 
liberated by following the path of wisdom and 
virtue. The Lamp is the guide and the goal of this 
path, as it helps to illuminate the darkness of 
ignorance and to reveal the secrets of nature and 
God. For example, in The Poimandres, Hermes 
Trismegistus learns from a divine vision that he 
can ascend to higher realms by purifying his mind 
and soul from worldly attachments. He says: "And | 
said: 'Who are you?' He said: '| am Poimandres, 
Mind of Sovereignty; | know what you wish, and | 
am with you everywhere." In The Perfect Sermon, 
he teaches his disciples how to achieve gnosis 
(knowledge) and henosis (union) with God by 
following seven steps: repentance, purification, 
rebirth, ascent, vision, enthronement, and silence. 
He says: "And then they will enter into union with 
Nous [Mind], attaining their consummation; they 
will give up their proper names which they had 
when they were many; they will all be called by 
one name - that which belongs to him who is truly 
One and All." 


One of the ways to access the Lamp is through 
meditation and prayer, which are essential 
practices in Hermeticism. In one of the texts of the 
Hermetic Corpus, called The Discourse on the 
Eighth and Ninth, Hermes Trismegistus teaches his 
disciple how to ascend to higher realms of 
consciousness by invoking the names and powers 
of God. He says: "Let us embrace each other 
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affectionately, my son. Rejoice over this! For 
already from them [the powers] comes to us a 
breath, from them, a voice reached us, by which 
we may come to a conception of Nous [Mind], O 
Tat [his son]. | am Nous, O Tat, | am your God, who 
is before moist nature. | have begotten you myself 
before your bodily structure came into being." 
Another example of meditation and prayer in 
Hermeticism is The Prayer of Thanksgiving, which 
is a hymn that expresses gratitude and praise to 
God for revealing his mysteries to his chosen ones. 
It says: "We thank you every way that we can reach 
you; we have come under your power by your will 
alone; we have been made holy by your 
knowledge; we have been made great by your 
magnificence; we have been enlightened by your 
forethought." 


Another way to approach the Lamp is through 
alchemy, which is both a physical and spiritual art 
in Hermeticism. Alchemy aims to transform base 
metals into gold but also to purify and perfect the 
human soul. The Lamp is an essential tool and 
symbol in alchemy, as it provides both heat and 
light for alchemical operations. The Lamp also 
represents the philosopher's stone, which is the 
ultimate goal and secret of alchemy. The 
philosopher's stone is said to have many 
properties, such as curing diseases, prolonging life, 
and transmuting matter. It is also a metaphor for 
achieving spiritual enlightenment and union with 
God. For example, in The Emerald Tablet, a famous 
alchemical text attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, 
he says: "That which is below is like that which is 
above, and that which is above is like that which is 
below, to accomplish the miracles of one thing. 
And as all things were produced by the mediation 
of one being, so all things were produced from this 
one thing by adaptation." Another example of 


alchemy in Hermeticism is The Book of the Secrets of 

the Stars, which describes how to make various elixirs 
and talismans using the influences of the planets and 
the stars. It says: "Take a lamp made of clay or glass or 
bronze and fill it with pure oil of olives or sesame or 
nuts or radishes or flax. And take a wick made of linen 
or cotton or wool, and dip it in the oil. And light it with 
fire on the day and hour of the planet whose power you 
wish to obtain." 


In conclusion, the Lamp is a powerful symbol in 
Hermeticism that expresses various aspects of its 
philosophy and practice. It signifies both the external 
and internal light of wisdom that guides humans to 
their true nature and destiny. It also reflects the 
influence and importance of the Sun in Hermeticism, as 
well as its connection to other ancient traditions such 
as Egyptian religion and Greek philosophy. 


Here are some explanations of some terms used in this 
text: 


- Hermeticism: A philosophical and religious system 
based on the writings attributed to Hermes 
Trismegistus, a legendary figure who was seen as the 
fusion of the Greek god Hermes and the Egyptian god 
Thoth. 

- Hermetic Corpus: A collection of writings attributed to 
Hermes Trismegistus, containing teachings on various 
topics such as cosmology, astrology, alchemy, magic, 
and ethics. 

- Lamp: A symbol of the divine light of wisdom and 
illumination in Hermeticism. It is often associated with 
the Sun, which is considered, the visible manifestation 
of God in the physical world. It also symbolizes the 
inner light of the human soul, which is a spark of the 
divine essence. 

- Gnosis: A Greek word meaning knowledge, especially 
spiritual or mystical knowledge. In Hermeticism, it 
refers to the knowledge of God, the world, and oneself 
that leads to liberation from ignorance and fate. 

- Henosis: A Greek word meaning union or unity. In 
Hermeticism, it refers to the union of the human soul 
with God or with Nous (Mind), which is the highest 
aspect of God. 

- Alchemy: A physical and spiritual art that aims to 
transform base metals into gold, but also to purify and 
perfect the human soul. It involves various operations 
such as dissolution, distillation, | calcination, 
sublimation, coagulation, etc. It uses symbols such as 
fire, water, air, earth, mercury, sulfur, salt, etc. 

- Philosopher's Stone: The ultimate goal and secret of 
alchemy. It is a substance or a state that has many 
properties, such as curing diseases, prolonging life, and 
transmuting matter. It is also a metaphor for achieving 
spiritual enlightenment and union with God. 
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The lamp is a common symbol in 
the Bible that represents God's word, 
guidance, and presence. The lamp is 
often associated with light, which 
signifies truth, wisdom, and holiness. 
In this article, we will explore some 
of the meanings and applications of 
the lamp in the _ Bible, using 
examples from the King James 
Version (KJV). 

The lamp was an important object 
in the daily life of the people in 
biblical times. It was used to provide 
light, warmth, and sometimes fire 
for cooking or other purposes. The 
lamp was usually made of clay, 
metal, or stone, and had a spout for 
a wick and a hole for oil. The oil was 
typically olive oil, but other kinds of 
oil or fat could also be used. The 
lamp was often placed on a stand, a 
shelf, or a niche in the wall. 
Sometimes, the lamp had a handle 
or a hook for hanging. The lamp was 
also a symbol of God's presence, 
guidance, and protection. 
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The Lamp in the Bible 


One of the most famous verses 
that mention the lamp is Psalm 
119:105, which says: "Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light 


unto my. path." This’ verse 
expresses the idea that God's 
word, or the scriptures, can 


illuminate our way in life and 
help us avoid pitfalls and dangers. 
By studying and obeying God's 
word, we can walk in his will and 
follow his direction. For example, 
in Joshua 1:8, God told Joshua to 
meditate on his word day and 
night, so that he would prosper 
and succeed in leading the 
Israelites to the promised land. In 
2 Timothy 3:16-17, Paul affirmed 
that all scripture is inspired by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
correction, and_ training’ in 
righteousness, so that we may be 
equipped for every good work. 


Another verse that uses the lamp 
metaphor is Proverbs 6:23, 


which says: "For the commandment 
is a lamp; and the law is light, and 
reproofs of instruction are the way of 
life." This verse emphasizes the 
importance of God's commandments, 
laws, and instructions for our moral 
and spiritual growth. God's 
commandments are not burdensome 
or oppressive, but rather they are like 
a lamp that shows us how to live 
rightly and pleasingly to God. For 
example, in Psalm 19:7-11, David 
God's} law, as perfect, sure, 
right;jpureitrue;sand more desirable 
ithangsgold—mormmhoney. He also 
that{God's law warns, 
US Gi fandgrewardssus@with) 
“great @rewardaginsMatthew/5:17-20), 
Jesus declaredithat#he¥came“not*to 
=,ab0lishybut,to fulfill the law and the 
; prophets. «..He also taught that 
whoever.obeys and teaches God's 
commandments will be called great 
--@jin\the)kingdom,of heaven. 
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- “"Yourarelthelight of the world. A city 
set on a hill!/cannot be hidden. Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a stand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven." 


A verse that refers to the lamp is 
~ Revelation 21:23, which says: "And the 
city had no need of the sun, neither 
of the moon, to shine in it: for the 
glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof." 
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This verse describes the heavenly 
city of New Jerusalem, where God 
and the Lamb (Jesus Christ) dwell 
with their people. In this city, there 
is no need for any natural or 
artificial light sources, because God 
himself is the source of all light. His 
glory and presence fill the city with 
his radiance and splendor. For 
example, in Revelation 22:1-5, John 
saw a river of life flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. On 
either side of the river was the tree 
of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit. 
There was no more curse or night in 


the city. The servants of God will see 


his face and reign with him forever. 


INojione) hidesjitheir lamp under a 
bushellisja) phrase that/comes from 
a~Bible “quote) in the Gospel of 
Matthew. It means that people 
should not hide their talents or 
abilities, but rather use them for 
good purposes andjis the finality of 
God's judgment, ‘which will separate 
the saved from the lost. 


The parable of the virgins and the 
bridegroom is a story that Jesus told 
to illustrate the importance of being 
ready for his return. The full passage 
from the King James Version (KJV) 
of the Bible is as follows: 


**Matthew 25:1-13** 


1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven 
be likened unto ten virgins, which 
took their lamps, and went forth to 
meet the bridegroom. 


2 And five of them were wise, and of faith, and the oil represents their 
foolish. 


five were spiritual readiness and obedience. 
3 They that were foolish took their The foolish virgins did not have 
lamps, and took no oil with them: enough oil to keep their lamps 
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels burning when the bridegroom 
with their lamps. arrived unexpectedly at midnight. 
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they They had to go and buy more oil, but 
all slumbered and slept. by then it was too late, The door to 
6 And at midnight there was a cry 

made, Behold, 

cometh; go ye out to meet him. 

7 Then all those virgins arose, and 

trimmed their lamps. 

8 And the foolish said unto the wise, 

Give us of your oil; for our lamps are 


gone out. 
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not 


, | 
~~ 
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Sista Wan Ein Gheco truths to cur Byes? Hore are some 
suggestions: 


- Read and meditate on God's word regularly. Let it be a lamp 
to your feet and a light to your path. 
- Obey God's commandments joyfully. Let them be a lamp to 
your heart and a light to your conscience. 
- Seek God's glory earnestly. Let it be a lamp to your eyes and a 


light to your vision. 
a: eg Lat hie bo your Eyht ond 


your salvation. 
—————— 


with God. 
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EVER BURNING 
LAMPS: A MYSTERY 
OF THE ANCIENT 
WORLD 


Have you ever wondered how 
people in ancient times illuminated 
their tombs, temples, and palaces? 
You might think they used candles, 

oil lamps, or torches, but what if | 

told you that some of these lights 

never went out, even after centuries 
or millennia? These are the ever- 
burning lamps, a mysterious 
phenomenon that has puzzled 
historians, archaeologists, and 
scientists for ages. 


What are ever-burning lamps? 


Ever-burning lamps are lamps that 
kept on burning without using any 
fuel or needing any maintenance. 
They were discovered all over the 
world during the Middle Ages, 
mostly in sealed tombs, supposedly 
to ensure the deceased had light to 
guide them on their way to the 
afterlife. Some of these tombs were 
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Some examples of ever-burning 
lamps 


One of the earliest accounts of ever- 
burning lamps comes from the 
ancient Greek writer Plutarch, who 
mentions in his work De Defectu 
Oraculorum a lamp that burned over 
the door of the Temple of Jupiter 
Ammon in Egypt. He says that the 
priests claimed that the lamp was lit 
by Alexander the Great when he 
visited the temple in 331 BC and that 
it had been burning ever since, 
without any visible fuel or wick. [2] 


One of the most remarkable ancient 
lamps was the one that illuminated 
the temple of Pallas Athena in 
Athens, the patron goddess of the 
city. According to legend, the 
goddess lit the lamp herself when 
she established the city as her sacred 
domain. The lamp was made of gold 
and had a large reservoir of oil that 
could last for a long time. It also had 
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the flow of oil and prevented the flame from flickering or 
going out. The lamp was so well designed and fueled that 
it kept burning for more than a millennium until a 
Christian emperor ordered it to be put out in the 4th 
century AD. [3] Some historians believe that the lamp was 
a symbol of the wisdom and civilization that Athena 
bestowed upon Athens. 


One lamp was reportedly found in Edessa, Syria, in the 
year 527 AD, during the reign of the Byzantine emperor 
Justinian. The lamp was in a niche over a gateway, 
carefully sealed to prevent any air from reaching it. The 
inscription on the niche claimed that the lamp was lit in 
27 A.D., which means it had been burning for 500 years. 
The soldiers who discovered the lamp were amazed by 
this wonder, but they also feared that it might be a trap or 
a sign of evil. They decided to break the seal and open the 
niche, hoping to find out the secret of the lamp. But as 
soon as they did, the lamp went out, never to be lit again. 
[4] 


The "ever-burning lamp" was reportedly found inside the 
tomb of Tullia, the daughter of the famous Roman orator 
and philosopher Cicero. Cicero was one of the most 
influential figures in the late Roman Republic, who wrote 
extensively on politics, law, rhetoric, and philosophy. He 
was also the father of three children, one of whom was 
Tullia, his beloved daughter who shared his intellectual 
interests and whom he praised for her virtue and wisdom. 
According to some accounts, in 1401 AD, a group of 
workers who were digging near the Porta Salaria in Rome 
accidentally broke into an ancient sepulcher that 
contained a marble sarcophagus with the inscription 
"Tullia, daughter of Cicero". Inside the sarcophagus, they 
saw a golden lamp that was shining brightly, despite 
being sealed for more than 1500 years. The lamp was said 
to have a strange design, with a hollow stem that 
connected to a reservoir of oil. The workers were amazed 
by this sight, but as soon as they touched the lamp, it 
went out and could not be relit. The lamp was taken to 
the Pope, who ordered an investigation into its origin and 
mechanism. However, no satisfactory explanation was 
ever found, and the lamp was eventually lost or destroyed. 
[5] 


4] 


A lamp was discovered in a tomb near Rome in 
1540 AD. According to historical records, the lamp 
belonged to a Roman nobleman named Quintus 
Aurelius Saturninus, who died in 70 AD. The lamp 
had a mysterious inscription that claimed it was 
dedicated to the god of fire, Vulcan. The 
inscription also stated that the lamp was made by 
a skilled craftsman who used a secret technique 
to create an everlasting flame. The lamp was still 
burning when it was found, after 1470 years of 
continuous illumination. However, as soon as 
someone touched it, the lamp shattered into 
pieces and the flame went out. [6] Some 
historians have speculated that the lamp might 
have used a special kind of oil or gas that was not 
affected by oxygen or moisture. Others have 
suggested that the lamp might have been 
connected to a hidden underground source of 
fuel or heat. The mystery of the ancient perpetual 
lamp remains unsolved to this day. 


Another lamp in history was found in the year 
1550 AD, in a small town in Lincolnshire, England. 
The lamp was concealed under a brass bowl, in a 
secret chamber beneath an ancient house. The 
house belonged to a wealthy merchant, who had 
inherited it from his father. The merchant had no 
idea that there was a hidden vault under his 
home until he accidentally discovered it while 
renovating the basement. Inside the vault, he 
found a dusty old lamp that emitted a faint glow. 
The lamp had a strange property: it could not be 
extinguished by any means. The merchant tried 
to blow out the flame, but it did not flicker. He 
tried to cover the lamp with a cloth, but it burned 
through it. He tried to smash the lamp with a 
hammer, but it did not break. The owner of the 
house claimed that his grandfather had 
witnessed the lamp's light four decades ago and 
that no one knew how long it had been burning. 
The lamp was believed to be a relic of the Roman 
Empire, which had ruled Britain centuries earlier. 
Some speculated that it was a magical device or a 
gift from the gods. Others thought that it was a 
hoax or a trick of the light. The lamp attracted the 
attention of many curious people, who came to 
see it for themselves. Some even offered to buy it 
from the merchant, but he refused to sell it. He 
kept the lamp as a secret treasure and guarded it 
with his life. [7] 


An ancient lamp that supposedly burned for 
centuries without any human intervention was 
found in France, near the capital city of Paris, in 
the year 1624. The lamp was enclosed in a 
spherical copper container that hung from a 
chain in a chapel dedicated to St Denis, the 
patron saint of France and the first bishop of Paris. 


Ever Burning Lamps 


The copper sphere had a small opening on 
the top to allow air to enter and another one 
on the bottom to let smoke escape. The 
opening on the top was covered by a thin 
metal plate that could be lifted by a magnet. 
According to legend, the lamp was lit by 
Clovis |, the first king of the Franks, who 
converted to Christianity in 496 and founded 
the chapel as a sign of his faith. He allegedly 
obtained the lamp from an angel who told 
him that it would burn until the end of the 
world. The lamp was said to have burned 
continuously for more than a thousand years 
until it was accidentally broken by a 
workman who was repairing the chapel. The 
workman claimed that he saw a bright flame 
inside the sphere that vanished as soon as he 
touched it. [8] 


How did they work? 


The origin and nature of these lamps have 
been a subject of debate and curiosity 
among scholars, explorers, and enthusiasts, 
who have offered various theories and 
explanations for their functioning. Some of 
the most common hypotheses are: 
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- Natural gas leaks, peat fires, or coal seam 
fires: These are natural phenomena that can 
produce flames or glowing embers for long 
periods of time, sometimes even millennia. 
They can be caused by geological processes, 
such as volcanic activity, tectonic 
movements, or erosion, or by human factors, 
such as mining, drilling, or warfare. Some 
have suggested that these natural fires could 
have been used to ignite the ever-burning 
lamps, either intentionally or accidentally, by 
ancient people who were aware of their 
locations and properties. 

- Olive oil or wood: These are conventional 
sources of fuel that can be used to light 
lamps or candles. They can also be stored in 
large quantities and have a long shelf life if 
kept in proper conditions. Some _ have 
proposed that the ever-burning lamps were 
actually ordinary lamps _ that were 
periodically refilled with oil or wood by 
priests, caretakers, or guardians, who had 
access to hidden reservoirs or secret passages 
within the structures where the lamps were 
located. 


- Lost technology or occult knowledge: These 
are speculative possibilities that involve 
advanced or esoteric forms of science or magic 
that are unknown or incomprehensible to 
modern humans. They can include concepts 
such as alchemy, magnetism, perpetual 
motion, nuclear energy, zero-point energy, or 
spiritual energy. Some have speculated that the 
ever-burning lamps were based on some kind 
of mysterious device or technique that allowed 
them to generate or harness energy from the 
environment or other dimensions, without 
requiring any external input or maintenance. 

- Divine intervention or miracle: These are 
supernatural explanations that attribute the 
existence and functioning of the ever-burning 
lamps to the will or power of a deity or a saint, 
who created them as a sign of their presence or 
favor. They can also involve the belief that the 
lamps had some sacred or holy purpose, such 
as protecting a relic, illuminating a scripture, or 
blessing a worshipper. Some have claimed that 
the ever-burning lamps were manifestations of 
divine intervention or miracle and that they 
could not be explained by natural or human 
means. 


These four theories represent different 
perspectives and approaches to the mystery of 
ever-burning lamps, ranging from natural to 
supernatural, and from scientific to religious. 
They also reflect the diversity and complexity of 
human culture and history and the influence of 
different beliefs and values on how people 
interpret and understand the world around 
them. 


The mystery of ever-burning lamps remains 
unsolved and intriguing, as no definitive answer 
or proof has been found to explain their 
existence and functioning. They represent a 
fascinating aspect of human history and 
culture and a challenge for future research and 
exploration. 

Whatever the case may be, ever-burning lamps 
remain one of the most intriguing mysteries of 
the ancient world and a testament to the 
ingenuity and creativity of our ancestors. 


End notes: 


fl] Ever Burning Lamps -_ Rosicrucian 
https://thelivingmoon.com/44cosmic_wisdom/ 
O2files/Ever_ Burning _Lamps_02.html 

[2] Eternal Flame - Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eternal_ flame 

[3] Ibid. 

[4] Mystery Solved: Ancient Tomb Lamps Still 
Found Burning https://trinfinity8.com/mystery- 
solved-ancient-tomb-lamps-still-found- 


burning/ 
[5] Ibid. 
[6] Ever Burning Lamps & Preserved Body 
Cicero’s Daughter 


https://ancientpatriarchs.wordpress.com/2016/ 
04/10/ever-burning-lamps-preserved-body- 
ciceros-daughter/ 

[7] Ibid. 

[8] Ibid. 


zd 


. . . The Seeker's Lamp 
. APoem.. 


The Word of The Divine is a lamp to my feet | 
And a light on my path when | feel incomplete 
It guides me through the darkness and shows me the way 
To the truth and guidance that.| seek every day 


But the lamp is not mine, | must share it with others * 
Who are also Seekers, the sisters and.the brothers 
. We must be brave and bea lamp unto ourselves 
, And bre: hide our light under a bushel or a shelf 


‘ The RS needs fuel to a through the.Night 
The fuel i is our faith It gives us Hope and Might 
We must take care of the lamp and not let. it fade 
For it is the aign of the covenant we made . 


We wait for the Bridegrooin to come in the night 
, And we Saat he will find us with‘our lamps burning bright 
« He will greet us with gracé and invite us to his place 
It will be an endless Delight To praise him forever in his light 


The Bridegroom has made the Seeker's Lamp, 
An Ever-Burning Eternal Light, _ 
at beckons to souls who've lost their nay, 
: Anca sic dered off the path of right. 
His Covenanttinas made it possible, For Man to rise above, _ 


.* To transcend,this mortal bod) And posivenal Love. 
Through his grace, we can ascend, ids a higher plane of life, ee > 
; Where our souls will live ieosvan Free from pain and strife. 
So let us follow in his footsteps, And let his light be our guide," 


As we journey towards our ini With the Bridegroém by our 


